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A Land Trust Long Hauler

508.295.0211 • info@warehamlandtrust.org

The Wareham Land Trust is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization dedicated to protecting and conserving Wareham’s 
open space and natural resources. All gifts and bequests to the WLT are tax-deductible within IRS guidelines. With 54 miles of shore-
line, Wareham claims some of the most breathtaking landscapes in the Commonwealth. From bogs to barrier beaches, forests to 
farmlands, we are surrounded by a diversity of lands and natural resources.
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Not already a member?
Join our efforts to preserve Wareham’s open space!
Individual:
Family:
Friend:
Sustaining:
Sponsor:
Benefactor:
Lifetime:
Other Contribution:

$25.
$40.
$75.
$100.
$250.
$500.
$1000.
$

Name
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Town/State/Zip

Phone

Email

Please send contributions to: The Wareham Land Trust, Inc.
PO Box 718
Wareham, MA 02571-0718

Kathy Pappalardo, WLT President

Emily Tramontano, TerraCorps Member

It’s easy to check out our website!
Just aim your phone’s camera at the code.

“Plant a new Truffula. Treat it with care. Give it clean water. And feed it fresh air.”

2023 annbryantstudio.com

Please call or email us for information about land donations,  
corporate memberships, or volunteer opportunities!

Contributions may also be made online at warehamlandtrust.org.

If your call to the woods is as relentless as mine, 
you find yourself on a trail every chance you get. It 

wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say I spend more time get-
ting lost in the woods than I do at home. So, how is it that 
these trails are always open and accessible every time I 
go? Trees fall, rain floods, weeds grow. As the TerraCorps 
Stewardship Coordinator for the Wareham Land Trust, I 
got to experience the behind-the-scenes work that goes 
into caring for these properties. And what I found behind 
that curtain was more than just a learning experience. It 
was a community.

The volunteers that support the WLT fill me with an ap-
preciation that serves as a constant reminder of how truly 
lucky I am to be a part of this endeavor. I’ve lived in four 
states in four years, and in each location I have joined 
conservation organizations for their trail work events. 
Never before have I been a part of a volunteer group that 
really is the heart of the organization.

It’s a concept that sometimes gets lost on us, but the WLT 
members and volunteers are the legs, hands, and face of 
the organization. In larger nonprofits that have the mon-
ey and manpower, members may be more of an audience 
than the main players. This realization came through my 
experience leading the Bimonthly Trail Day program. Twice 
a month, I lead a group of strangers into the woods to 
improve one of our protected properties, and two hours 

M any people have asked me how I got involved with 
the Wareham Land Trust (WLT), as over the years they 

have seen me in numerous roles: Board Member, Mem-
bership Chair, Property Steward, Assistant Clerk, and now 
President. I truly worked my way up the line! This all started 
back in 2001 when I attended a WLT meeting to learn what 
the organization was all about. I appreciated their mission 
and related to what they were saying. In the twenty years 
I’d been living in Wareham, I had seen tremendous devel-
opment and deforestation. When the land trust asked for 
volunteers, I stepped up, and the rest is history!

Through all these roles, especially as Membership Chair, 
I’ve gotten to know so many of you. I made your name 
tag, and then I greeted you at the dock before our Annual 
Meeting on the Viking and gave you your name tag. Put-
ting a face to your name on a membership list made it 
personal for me. Now when I see you at church, or the 
grocery store, or Town Meeting, or out on the trails, I can 
smile and say “Hi Rosemary, or John, or Pat.”

Seeing the effect that the WLT has made in Wareham is 
rewarding, which is exactly why I got involved. Saving 
forests from clear-cutting and shore and lakefronts from 
development really does make a difference in the quality 
of our lives. Clean air and water, places to recreate, flood 
and drought protection, habitat for native plants and an-
imals all enhance our lives and aid in the struggle against 
climate change, global warming and sea level rise. We 
have properties throughout Wareham with beautiful for-
ested trails and places to launch a kayak or canoe. Go to 
our website to find out where they are, and get out there!

And next time you are at a WLT event, trail trimming or 
walk, please let us know if there’s something special you 
would like to volunteer for.  Who knows…you may one day 
be President!

Above: Kathy (4th from the left) at the June 2001 Swan Festival table.

Below: Kathy (3rd from the left) at the June 2023 Oyster Festival table.

Emily (third from left) with a few new friends.

– Dr. Seuss

Trail Crew All-Stars

later, we emerge as friends. Whether I see fresh faces or 
vetted volunteers, the dedication and enthusiasm that 
the attendees bring to every event is nothing less than 
incredible. If I need a drill for a bat house event, I’ll call 
Len to bring his tool belt. If I need a truck to transport a 
ladder, Jerry is a phone call away. And leave it to Mike to 
stick around after the event to pick up road-side trash,  
without ever being asked. 

The community that we build on these trail days doesn’t 
end when we leave the parking lot either. On one trail day, 
Nick and Lori discovered that they both volunteered at the 
Marine Wildlife Center and discussed their shared experi-
ences. During a bench-building event, Janet and Jack dis-
covered they’re both cyclists, and Janet invited the whole 
trail crew to join her cycling group afterwards.

Coming from a family that needs help changing the batter-
ies in a smoke detector, I came into this program with no 
confidence in my handy-man capabilities. When my mom 
asks me where I learned how to build a bench, I pridefully 
respond “The Wareham Land Trust.”

But what I’m really saying is: Bob taught me. The same 
way Jerry taught me how to build a kiosk, or Eric taught 
me how to build bog boards, or Janet taught me how to 
fix the drill.

They are the Wareham Land Trust. We all are.

I lead a group of strangers into the woods 
to improve one of our protected properties, 
and two hours later, we emerge as friends.

“
”



IN APPRECIATION

DONATIONS OVER $2,000

To ALL our supporters who contributed between
JUNE 2022-MAY 2023

THANK YOU!

PROGRAM & PROJECT PARTNERS

GRANT PROVIDERS

Peter and Betsy Block
Asahel and Caroline Bloomer Charitable Trust

Robert and Jane Gleason
Martha Maguire and Oleg Simanovsky
Nancy McHale and Kathy Pappalardo

Stifler Family Foundation

Land Trust Alliance (Land and Climate Grant)
Wareham Cultural Council

Wareham Community Events Committee
Wareham Community Preservation Committee

Mr. Gerald Sheehan /L. Knife & Son
Charitable Gift Fund

Stifler Family Foundation (TerraCorps Grant)

Lowes
Stonebridge Bar & Grill

Stone Path Malt Brewery
Stop & Shop Community Bag Program

Shaw’s Community Bag Program
Onset Bay Association
Wareham Free Library
Onset Water District

The Trustees
Plymouth County Extension Service

Massachusetts Audubon Society

I’ll never forget the first day I learned about the Wareham 
Land Trust. It was July 2021, and I was walking my dog 

down a quiet, wooded, public path available in my neigh-
borhood – the Agawam River Trail. There, I ran into Jenna 
Shea, then a TerraCorps service member, who was setting 
up a story walk. I remember asking her “Who is organizing 
this?” to which she replied “The Wareham Land Trust.”

At the time, I had just finished college and was looking for 
something to keep me busy in my off hours. Being back 
home, I also had the urge to give back to my community. I 
wasn’t sure what a land trust really was, but I thought join-
ing might solve both these issues. A couple of weeks after 
meeting Jenna, I visited the Wareham Land Trust website 
and signed on as a volunteer. Shortly after that, I became 
a member.

I never expected to get involved so quickly. The first event 
I attended was the Annual Meeting, where I knew exactly 
zero people. But this soon changed as I began going to 
Outreach and Land Acquisition Meetings. From there, I of-
fered to co-steward the Agawam River Trail. Before I knew 

I am thrilled to announce that for the first time in 5 years, 
the Wareham Land Trust is acquiring new conservation 

land. And not just one new property, but two!

Many of you likely heard about the 10.1-acre Sawyer parcel 
at this April’s Spring Town Meeting, where Wareham resi-
dents unanimously voted to allocate $48,000 in Commu-
nity Preservation Act funds for its purchase. The Sawyer 
property consists of prime coastal pine barrens habitat 
adjacent to Red Brook in East Wareham. It is also adjacent 
to hundreds of acres of already protected land owned by 
the Wareham Land Trust, the Onset Water District (OWD), 
and the Trustees, and its preservation will fill a crucial 
hole in the conservation puzzle.

In addition to habitat connectivity, its location near the 
Onset well buildings will help protect our clean and 
reliable drinking water. And, as a big plus, through a part-
nership with the OWD and the Trustees, WLT is working to 
create the Red Brook Trail Network, adding 3.4 miles of 
hiking trails that will be accessible through the Trustees’ 
Lyman Reserve.

Work on the Red Brook Trail Network has already begun, 
and you can contribute to this vision by volunteering for 
the bimonthly Trail Days with our TerraCorps Service Mem-
ber Emily. Volunteering will give you a behind-the-scenes 
peek at one of the largest trail systems in Town!

The second property has not been as well publicized. So, 
I’m excited to let you know that we are working to acquire 
a 3.58-acre gem on Cromesett Road (photo below) across 
Cedar Island Creek from the Mark’s Cove Conservation 
Area. The site is approximately half upland and half salt 
marsh, with an existing path through the forest that 
provides access to the shoreline. We plan to maintain this 
feature to allow for public access and views of Mark’s Cove.

Land Protection Successes Why I Joined the WLTElise Leduc-Fleming, Executive Director Ryan Semple, Board of Advisors

We are still in the initial stages of this project, having only 
recently completed an appraisal and signed a purchase 
and sales agreement. We now have until March 2024 to se-
cure the $225,000 needed for the purchase. We are actively 
pursuing grant funding, which we hope can cover the bulk 
of the cost. But even if our grant proposals are success-
ful, many grants would require WLT to provide matching 
funds. You can help us protect this property in perpetuity 
by donating to our Land Acquisition fund today.

Overall, 2023 is shaping up to be a great year for land 
preservation. And with this current momentum, I believe 
this is just the beginning of a larger conservation wave 
that is just around the corner.

it, a year had gone by, and when they asked me to join the 
Board of Advisors, I happily accepted.

People outside the WLT sometimes ask me why I got so 
involved. There are two main reasons. One is, of course, 
land conservation. I grew up walking the land. As a kid, my 
dad would often take me on local nature walks through 
Myles Standish State Forest in Carver or Brewster Gardens 
in Plymouth. During high school in Carver, I usually walked 
home through the cranberry bogs instead of taking the 
more direct path. These walks shaped who I am today 
and have made me personally invested in preserving our 
shrinking supply of natural land for future walks.

However, there is a personal reason I stay active, and that 
is staying connected to people who share my passion. 
These days, it’s difficult to become involved in a regular, 
collaborative social group that is not primarily on-line. For 
me, the Wareham Land Trust fills this gap, and the sup-
portiveness and determination of the people I see month-
ly makes me proud to be part of this community.

The first event I attended was 
the Annual Meeting, where I 
knew exactly zero people.
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Above: Ryan (left) at STEAM Night in May.
Right: Ryan testing a newly-constructed bench.

IN THE PAST YEAR:


