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NATIONAL ACCREDITATION!

On becember 11, 2013, the Land TrudBoard member Sue McCombe sharediscussions, meeting dates, and

Accreditation Commission announced Some of the background to the committee updates. Reinvigorated
eleven land trusts would receive the  Process. It began back in 2005 whenand excited, theeal workt
national distinction of land trust the WLT adopted the twelve conservatiort continued.

accreditation. The Wareham Land Trust Standards set forth by the LTA. In July
(WLT) is one of the eleven honored. Our2010, we received an Acceleration
President, Kevin Bartsch, was quoted in Grant from the Open Space Institute
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the culmination of years of preparation N Preparation for the application. As
by every member of our volunteer an example of the time and

board. The seal of accreditation attests Commitment necessary for )
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successfully run an ethical and requirements manual is over 100
sustainable noRINE TA G f F yRLI AP A G HEYIP He dA
What does this mean to our members? reviewed for compliance are outlined
Everyone who supports a nepofit has in detail. These practices cover

the rightr indeed the obligation to everything from Board governance
question the validity and viability of an and auditing to monitoring and
organization. In the case of land trusts, Stéwardship. Founding member Mary
that means knowing properties McFadden often commented that
protected under its name are done go Much larger land trusts with paid
perpetuity. The WLT has established staffs spend months of dedicated time
multiple policies and procedures to working on accreditation. The fact

ensure that land purchases or donationsthat our small, unpaid cadre of This . ottor
meet strict federal, state and local volunteers not only set but achieved Is Issue of our newsletter hasja

guidelines in addition to determining if this goal is a remarkable achievement. theme:Collaboration No man is
stewardship responsibilities are feasible ON @ lighter note, it was a gift to be an island and no conservation
Our Board maintains and constanty _included in the flurry of initial email effort is achieved in solitude. O
reaffirms its fiduciary and legal exchanges that circulated when the the following pages we share
responsibilities. While it is important angWord was received. Lots of alap lessons leaned and goals met
comforting to know that these facts are Messages, multiple exclamation through shared experiences with
verifiable on a local level, it is even moreP0ints, and calls for champagne. the broader community of
reassuring to know that an independent Everyone could relax collectively, members, residents, and other
assessment has been completed by a knowing countless hours of work had nonprofit agencies.

nationally recognized committee, and N0t been in vain. Within a day the
our procedural documentation is solid. €mails had returned to land purchase
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Sharing the Wealth: A Report
From the Trust for Public Land

In March, 2013, | attended a talk at the Massachusetts
Land Conservation Conference that was led by Jessica |
Sargent, Senior Economist from the Boston office of the
Trust for Public Land. She gave an extremely informative®
presentation about the national research spearheaded

by the Trust to determine return on investment (ROI) for .
conservation dollars. Reports had already been il
completed in Colorado, Pennsylvania, and Maine and al
showed an impressive range of ROIs. Equally impressiy|
was the variety of ways the data collected could be useq
for fundraising efforts. The Massachusetts report was
due out sometime that summer, and | kept a vigilant
watch of their website for any related news.

Finally, in early September 2013, the Trust held a joint ~ And so on. When we protect our natural resources, we

press conference at the State House to share the are acting wisely from an economic standpoint as well as
excellent findings:For every one dollar spent in an altruistic one. Parks, trails, farms, healthy
conservation, the Massachusetts economy waterwayg all of these contribute to jobs in both the

receives four dollars back in natural aoods and private and public sectors. They also translate as dollars
g spent in the community via a healthy tourism trade.
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322Ra YR a&¥NBAOSa¢ Ay Ot dzReSnlince other residents to join in our cause, it is helpful

*Water quality protection: When conservation dollars to have positive examples of what it all means in the
were spent protecting the watershed area around the  grand scheme of things. The Trust for Public Land made
Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs, it saved an this infinitely easier to achieve. | highly recommend

estimated $200 million in filtration plant and Operating browsing their report linked below for more
costs. *Parks and Outdoor Spaces: A recent survey of  information.

college graduates found access to outdoor activitiesto ¢ Carleen M. Loper

be their second highest factor when determining

whether or not to remain in state. *Health: Research

aK2ga 0GKFG a O00Saa (2 2dziR22NJ aLJ O0S Ay | OKAf RQa&
H H H “2TheReturn on Investment in Parks and Open Space in Massachgwitrust for Public Land.
nelghborhood Increases, so dOES the Ievel Of phySICal September, 2013. Access via: http://www.tpl.org/retuimvestmentparksand-open-space

activity. Healthier communities equal lower health care massachusetts.
costs.

In Memoriam

The Wareham Land Trust was saddened to lose a member this year.
Jim Clemmey has been involved since the beginning. He was elected
to the Board of Directors in 2003, served as Assistant Treasurer since
2008, and was the steward of the Murphy Freedom Preserve. He

was involved with all events the WLT participated in such as the
Swan Festivals and Cranberry Harvest Celebrations. The refreshment
committee could always count on Jim to bring crackers and cheese

to our programs. Jim was volunteering right up until the end,

assisting the Board with property inspections and joining the newly
formed Outreach Committee. His smile and spirit will be missed.
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Public Health and the Environment

At the -based play and recreation Also
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annual meeting held in Boston this
year, 17 new policy statements were
adopted by their governing board.
What does this have to do with land
conservation? One of these

stakeholders, such as parks
departments, school districts and
nature centers. Calls for promoting
natural landscaping.

statements (20137) specifically A call to raise awareness about the
addressed the causal relationship  penefits of nature? Right up our alley!
between nature and health. Everything we do on a local level

directly impacts the health and well
being of our community. Fresh air,
clean water, natural areas, walkable

20137: Nature, health and wellness
To aid in promoting healthy and

decisions that prioritize access to
natural areas and green spaces for
residents of all ages, abilities and
income levels. Calls on public health
medical and other health
professionals to raise awareness
among patients and the public at
large about the health benefits of
spending time in nature and of nature

to share our mission with health care
professionals. Members are

encouraged to share this information

'with their local providers! Drop off
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us and help develop these public

health partnerships!

The Year in Review: Public Events

Board members at the LTA Rally in New
Orleans.
Osprey program with Gina Purtell from
MA Audubon and Mack Phinney. Endangered sea turtles with Don Lewis and Sue
Wieber Nourse.

River Restoration with Beth Lambert,

Volunteers always appreciated for MA Fish & Game.

. . i i |
Raffle ticket volunteer Soleil Benzan and Carleen trail maintenance work!

Loper on the Annual Meeting Canal Cruise.
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